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Dear School District Families, 

 

We realize that, like us, many of you are trying to cope with and understand the recent senseless act of 

violence in Parkland. While our thoughts are with the Parkland families, students, and school staff, our 

students may be experiencing their own emotional trauma. We understand that this is a delicate topic at a 

time of great sadness; however, at a time when it is needed the most it is important for us to support one 

another and our families. Please reassure your children that they are safe and that our priority is their 

safety. 

 

Be proactive and in close communication with your children, and monitor what they are viewing on social 

media and television. Ask them if they see social media posts that make them feel uncomfortable and/or 

emotional. Talk to them about why they feel that way. Get to know all of their friends on social media. If 

your child hears of anything unusual, encourage him/her to talk. If you are concerned, please reach out to 

a building administrator at the school. It is imperative to communicate with your own physician or with a 

school staff member if you have concerns for the state of your child’s mental health. Remember, we are 

all responsible for the safety of all of our community members. If your children are feeling anxious or 

require additional attention, please keep them close and reassure them that you and the school community 

are here for support.  Additional resources you might find helpful at this time: 

 

http://www.nctsnet.org/          National Child Traumatic Stress Network 

http://www.nafsce.org/          National Association for Family, School, Community 

Talking to Children About Violence:Tips for Parents and Teachers 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/talking-to-

children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers 

 

We have close working relationships with our local police and fire departments and trust that our staff and 

students are their priority. As much as we have all practiced security drills, there are always areas we can 

improve and we will continue to reflect on our procedures. We will be proactive in ensuring that entrances 

are secured, visitor badges are worn, video cameras are reviewed for unusual activity, and safety drills 

(including evacuation, active shooter, and lockdown drills) will continue to be practiced by all students 

and staff members. Ongoing communication with our safety team, police, and the county prosecutor will 

focus on school safety for our community. Your child’s safety and security remains our first priority. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Sincerely,        

                 
Jennifer Giordano, Superintendent    Frances Wood, Ed.D. Superintendent 

Bedminster Township School District    The Somerset Hills School District 
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